The Accessible, Affordable Internet for All Act (HR 1783/S 745):

Good for CWA Members and Our Communities
House Majority Whip James Clyburn (D-SC) and Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) have introduced
the Accessible, Affordable Internet For All Act (H.R. 1783/S. 745).1 As of Dec. 2017, nearly 18
million people and almost 25 percent of people living in rural areas lack broadband access.2
This bill would create good jobs and help close the digital divide by investing a total of $80
billion to build high-speed broadband infrastructure in unserved and underserved communities
and subsidize connectivity for under-served households and students. The bill also includes
measures to ensure broadband is affordable. Below are the benefits of the bill for CWA
members and the communities in which they live.

1. $79.5 billion to deploy broadband to unserved areas, creating and preserving
good jobs. The bill provides $79.5 billion to deploy broadband infrastructure to unserved
and underserved communities. Of the $80 billion, $60 billion will be appropriated for a
national competitive reverse auction to fund broadband deployment in unserved areas
(areas with service below 25/25 Mbps) and areas with low-tier service (areas with
service between 25/25 and 100/100 Mbps). The remaining $20 billion will be distributed
among states by population for statewide competitive reverse auctions for broadband
deployment to unserved areas and anchor institutions, like schools and libraries. Funded
projects must be completed in four years. In states with no un- or underserved areas,
funding may be used for broadband deployment in areas with mid-tier service.
2. Strong protections for workers’ rights and union organizing. The bill prevents
recipients of the deployment funding from interfering with labor organizing by requiring
recipients to remain neutral in workers’ organizing efforts, requires first-contract
bargaining and binding arbitration and prohibits subcontracting for the purposes of
circumventing a collective bargaining agreement. In addition, funding recipients must pay
their workers prevailing wages.
3. New support to make broadband service more affordable. The bill establishes a
broadband benefit program that entitles households with a member who qualifies for
Lifeline, free/reduced school lunch, or is recently unemployed to receive a $50 benefit to
put toward the monthly price of Internet service. Internet service providers would be
required to provide eligible households service at a price reduced by an amount up to
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the benefit, and those providers can seek a reimbursement from the FCC. The bill
appropriates $9 billion for this support for low-income households.
4. Connect students and close the Homework Gap. The bill establishes a grant program
at the FCC for schools and libraries to fund connectivity for students and teachers in the
digital classroom. The program may also be used to fund wired and wireless broadband
connections at students’ homes and provide connected devices such as laptops and
tablets for students and teachers. The program also supports mobile hotspot-lending by
schools and libraries. The bill appropriates $5 billion for this new program for students.
5. Establish the Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth. The bill directs the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to establish the Office of
Internet Connectivity and Growth. This new office will conduct outreach to communities
in need of better access to, or adoption of, Internet service, through organizing regional
workshops, trainings, and publications to provide guidance and insights for these
communities. It will be responsible for tracking all federal money being used for both the
construction and use of broadband infrastructure. The new Office will also coordinate
with other Federal agencies to conduct a study on the extent to which affordability is a
contributing factor to the lack of broadband adoption and on ways to improve Federal
subsidies to households to make broadband affordable.
6. Two new grant programs to help achieve digital equity. The bill establishes within the
new Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth and provides more than $1 billion for two
grant programs to help close the digital divide. The first program is the State Digital
Equity Capacity program, an annual grant program for states to create and implement
comprehensive digital equity plans to help close gaps in broadband adoption and skills.
Grants must be used within a five-year period to implement the state’s digital equity plan
and to pursue digital inclusion activities consistent with that plan. The bill appropriates
$60 million for grants to states to develop their digital equity plans and $625 million for
grants to implement these plans.
The second program is the Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program, which will award
grants to local entities, tribal governments, Alaska Native entities, Native Hawaiian
organizations, non-profits, anchor institutions, educational entities, and workforce
development programs for digital inclusion activities. The bill appropriates $625 million to
carry out this grant program.
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